
Joseph Lee Kaufman
September 25, 1943 - December 26, 2025

The world is a little dimmer today as we say goodbye to our beloved Joseph
Kaufman, who passed away on December 26th at the age of 82. Joseph was
born on September 25th, 1943 in Brooklyn, New York. 

Joe was an educator and a coach who will be remembered for his everlasting
impact on his students, players and the community around him. He was so
many things to so many different people. He was the older brother, a loving
husband and father, an ADORING grandfather, and a truly beloved figure in
the lives of everyone in his family. Joe had a spiritual connection with the
soundtrack to his life, especially the Grateful Dead. He passed a love-hate
relationship with the New York Mets down to his children. We collectively
forgive him. More than any words can ever express, we will miss him in a
million different ways every day. 

He is survived by: 
 

Patricia Popiel [spouse] 
 

Elizabeth (John) [daughter] 
 Mark (Marie), David (Fortune) and Andrew (Aryn) [sons] 

 

Reece, Max, Oliva, Tyler and Emerson [grandchildren] 



Janie and Robert Friedlander [sister and brother-in-law] 
 Marcia and Steven Rich [sister and brother-in-law]. 

 

Joseph was preceded in death by his parents Herbert and Minnie Kaufman. 

Services will be held in Rockville Centre at Congregation B’nai Sholom-Beth
David on Sunday, January 11th at 11:30 am. The address is 100 Hempstead
Ave, Rockville Centre, NY 11570. After that, everyone is invited to join us in
celebrating Joe’s life at David and Fortune’s house immediately following
services. Their address is 468 Arizona Ave, Rockville Centre, NY 11570. We
look forward to seeing everyone.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JAN 11. 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Congregation B’nai Sholom–Beth David
100 Hempstead Avenue
Rockville Centre, NY 11570
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